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Angkor Wat (Temple City) is one of the most sophisticated and elaborate temple complexes in the 
world. Built by King Suryavarman II somewhere between 1112 and 1152 AD, it once lay in the heart of 
the Khmer kingdom capital and stretches across 500 acres. The main temple of Angkor Wat was built as 
a mausoleum for King Suryavarman II and it was dedicated to the Hindu god Vishnu. Over 900 years 
after its construction, it is one of the most intriguing sites in the world and the biggest source of pride 
for the Cambodian people.   

The incredible detail with which the main temple was built continues to amaze the archaeologists to 
this day. The temples includes swimming pools as well as a 190m wide and 4m deep moat that makes 
the temple grounds a perfectly rectangular artificial island. It is believed that the five temples on the 
island represent the five peaks of Mount Meru, the home of the Hindu gods and that the moat is the 
ocean that surrounds it. 

One of Suryavarman’s successors, Jayavarman VII (1181 - 1218) moved the capital to Angkor Thom and 
converted to Buddhism. During his reign, Angkor Wat became a Buddhist temple which it is still today. 
After Jayavarman’s death, the Empire lasted for another 200 years. Following the Khmers’ defeat at the 
hands of the Thai in 1431, the entire city, along with Angkor Wat was abandoned and largely forgotten. 

The majestic monument was finally officially “re-discovered” by Henri Mouhot in the mid-19th century. 
Ever since then archaeologists, scholars, and curious travelers poured into Angkor Wat to explore and 
to marvel at the magnificent “Lost City”. However, it wasn’t until the first half of the 20th century that 
major changes and breakthroughs started to happen thanks to the French who invested substantial 
funds into the reconstruction and exploration of the site. 

In the 1970s the efforts to preserve Angkor Wat were brought to a halt by Pol Pot and the Khmer 
Rouge who ruled Cambodia between 1975 and 1979. The battle between the Khmer Rouge and the 
Vietnamese left bullet holes in the walls of a few temples and the area was off-limits for a time due to 
the presence of landmines.  

In 1992 Angkor Wat was proclaimed a World Heritage Site by UNESCO, as well as making it on the list 
of World Heritage Sites in Danger. The extensive repairs during the 90s caused the site to finally be 
removed from the watch list in 2004. In 2001, one of the Angkor Wat temples appeared in the movie 
Lara Croft: Tomb Raider and since 1993 the main complex has been featured on the Cambodian flag. 
Today the temple complex is the country’s most visited tourist attraction, with over a million people 
visiting it every year. It is located just outside Siem Reap, the city where most tourists start their 
journey to the temples. During peak season, the site is always teeming with people, so the best time to 
visit it at dawn. Those who wish to avoid the crowds can relax at the enormous lake just outside the 
city.  There is also a national park in the vicinity of Angkor Wat offering access to beautiful waterfalls. 
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Vocab Match     Name: ____________________ 

Word Answer  Definition 

1. sophisticated 1. ___ 
a. adjective- made up of many carefully 
arranged parts or details 

2. elaborate 2. ___ b. adjective- made by humans, not natural 

3. mausoleum 3. ___ c. verb- to admire something 

4. intriguing 4. ___ d. noun- an area near a particular place 

5. artificial 5. ___ e. phrasal verb- be full of living beings 

6. majestic 6. ___ f. adjective- complex, elegant 

7. marvel 7. ___ 
g. noun- a building used as a tomb for one or 
more important people 

8. breakthrough 8. ___ h. adjective- interesting, fascinating 

9. teem with 9. ___ 
i. adjective- incredibly large or beautiful, 
impressive 

10. vicinity 10. ___ j. noun- a sudden, important discovery 

Discussion Topics 

1. Do you know any impressive structures that you would like to visit? 
 
 
2. Did you ever go exploring as a kid? What did you find? 
 
 
3. Have you or someone you know ever been in danger? 
 
 
4. What are some interesting places or facts about your country that you are 
proud of and would like other people to see? 
 
 
5. If you could visit any place from any movie or book, where would you go? 
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Name: ____________________ 

Quiz 

1) Which kingdom was Angkor Wat a part of?  

a. Thai b. Korean c. Khmer d. Vietnamese    

2) Which country is Angkor Wat a part of today?  

a. Colombia b. Cambodia c. Guatemala d. Thailand 

3) The temple was used as a _______.  

a. daycare b. tomb c. hospital d. school  

4) When was Angkor Wat built?  

a. 900 years ago b. 1000 years ago c. 1200 years ago d. 600 years ago  

5) Who destroyed the kingdom that built Angkor Wat? 

 a. the Vietnamese b. the Thai c. the Chinese d. the French 

6) What religion was Angkor Wat originally?  

a. Christian b. Muslim c. Hindu d. Buddhist 

7) Who re-discovered the temple in the 19th century? 

a. Henry Mouhot b. Pol Pot c. Lara Croft d. the French  

8) According to the text, who damaged the site?  

a. the film crew b. the French c. the Khmer Rouge d. the tourists  

9) Which movie did Angkor Wat appear in? 

a. James Bond b. Indiana Jones c. Tomb Raider d. the Mummy  

10) According to the text, when is the best time to visit the temple if you want to avoid the crowds?  

a. in the afternoon b. at noon c. in the evening d. at dawn 
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Key 

 

Matching Quiz 
1. f 1. c 

2. a 2. b 
3. g 3. b 
4. h 4. a 

5. b 5. b 

6. i 6. c 

7. c 7. a 

8. j 8. c 
9. e 9. c 

10. d  10. d   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Article written by: Jelena Kalaba 

Source: https://www.history.com/topics/angkor-wat,  

 http://www.bbc.com/culture/story/20170309-the-mystery-of-angkor-wat 

 https://www.tourismcambodia.com/attractions/angkor/angkor-wat.htm 
 

PROJECT: present a detailed description of a fantasy 

place from a book or movie that you would like to 

explore. Include images and details including who 

you would talk to and what you would do there. 
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