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Singapore
Singapore is a country with a diverse cultural heritage made up of around 60 islands between Malaysia
and Indonesia. 74% of the people in Singapore are Chinese, 13% are Malay and 9% are Indian. Because
of this diversity, there are four official languages in Singapore: English, Malay, Mandarin, and Tamil.
While many religions are represented in Singapore, a third of the country is Buddhist. The island nation
has a population of 5.8 million in an area of 719 square kilometers. It is also known as the most
expensive city in the world.
Singapore has had many names throughout its long history. One of the earliest recorded names is
“Pulau Ujong” which in the Malay language means “island at the end”. The main island of Singapore is
still known by this name today. There are also records of a trading area known as “Temasek” on the
island around 1300. The name Singapore comes from the Sanskrit, “Singapura” which means “lion
town”. A local prince is said to have given the area this name after seeing a lion. However, it seems
unlikely lions ever lived in the area. Some believe what he actually saw was a tiger. Today Singapore is
known as the “Little Red Dot” because of how the city is represented on world maps, or the “Garden
City” because of the city’s abundance of plants and gardens.
Two men greatly influenced the growth and development of Singapore, Stanford Raffles, and Lee Kuan
Yew. Stanford established the city as a trading post for the British East India Company in 1819. This
began Singapore’s more than a 100-year relationship with England. Raffles is credited for much of the
planning and development of the city. His name can still be seen throughout the city today.
Lee Kuan Yew was the Prime Minister of Singapore for 30 years starting in 1959. He helped form the
political group known as the “People’s Action Party” or PAP and is considered Singapore’s founding
father. He pushed the country towards independence, built a strong education system, improved social
programs, including public transportation and housing. Today Singapore has one of the best public
transportation systems in the world.
Singapore gained their independence in 1965. Shortly after, the country made a commitment to keep
Singapore green. Today 10% of the small island is reserved for parks and nature areas. The “Singapore
Botanic Gardens” are a UNESCO World Heritage Site which has over 10,000 types of pants. The park was
created in 1859 and today gets more than 4.5 million visitors a year. Another beautiful place to visit in
Singapore is the “Gardens by the Bay”. This 101 hectares natural park was built in 2012 and was the
inspiration for a scene in the 2014 movie “Guardians of the Galaxy”. Today Singapore is known as a
center for business, trade and transportation in Asia.
Source: https://www.lonelyplanet.com/singapore
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/sn.html
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Vocab Match
Word
Answer

Name: ____________________

Definition

1. diverse

1. ___

a. noun- having a lot / more than enough

2. heritage

2. ___

b. noun- freedom

3. unlikely

3. ___

c. verb- start

4. abundance

4. ___

d. adjective- many different types

5. development

5. ___

e. adjective- related to government

6. credit

6. ___

f. noun- respect, praise, approval

7. political

7. ___

g. adjective- small chance of happening

8. found

8. ___

h. noun- growth or change to become better

9. independence

9. ___

i. noun- tradition, language, buildings, ect
created in the past related to culture

10. commitment

10. ___

j. noun- promise

Discussion Topics
1. What do you know about Singapore? Have you ever been there?

2. Do you have a nickname or know someone who has one? What is the story of
that name?

3. How would you like to develop your hometown?

4. Where is your favorite place to enjoy nature?

5. Do you think the government should provide public transportation options?
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Name: ____________________

Singapore

Find these words!
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Name: ____________________

Quiz
1) Where is Singapore?
a. between China and Indonesia b. between Malaysia and Indonesia c. between Thailand and Indonesia
d. between Myanmar and Indonesia
2) How much of Singapore is Buddhist?
a.1/4 b. 2/3 c. 2/4 d. 1/3
3) What does "Pulau Ujong" mean in English?
a. end of the land b. island with a friend c. head of the island d. island at the end
4) What does Singapore mean in English?
a. Tiger Town b. Lion Town c. Lake Town d. Green Town
5) Why is Singapore known as the "Little Red Dot"?
a. because of war b. because of tigers c. because of its small size d. because its history
6) When did Singapore become a part of England?
a. 1918 b. 1819 c. 1919 d. 1818
7) What did Raffles do for the country?
a. shops and restaurant investment b. landing and relationship building c. bridges and shipping
companies d. planning and development
8) Lee Kuan Yew is known as Singapore's what?
a. founding father b. forever father c. fellow father d. fixer father
9) When did Singapore become independent?
a. 1965 b. 1960 c. 1976 d. 1956
10) What is a famous UNESCO World Heritage Site in Singapore?
a. Gardens by the Bay b. Bay View Gardens c. Gardens by the Sea d. Botanic Gardens
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Key
Matching Quiz
1. d
2. i
3. g
4. a
5. h
6. f
7. e
8. c
9. b
10. j

1. b
2. d
3. d
4. b
5. c
6. b
7. d
8. a
9. a
10. d

PROJECT: Students create a plan for a garden or
natural space in a city of their choice. Make an
advertisement encouraging the use of the park

FirstManKnows.com

