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Gandhi
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was born in present-day
Gujarat, India and became known worldwide for his
nonviolent protests against colonialism, racism, and
violence. He is called Mahatma which means the one
with a great soul in Sanskrit and lived a life of simplicity, prayer, and meditation following Hindu
traditions. Mahatma Gandhi was born on October 2nd, 1869 into a business class family, at a time
when India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh were all one country under British rule. Gandhi started
school at the age of 9 and had an arranged marriage at the age of 13.
In 1888, Gandhi left India to study law in London. There he joined the Vegetarian Society and read
religious texts in his spare time, one of which being the Bhagavad Gita, an important Hindu epic.
After four years of studying law, Gandhi returned to India but was without success as a lawyer.
After two years of struggle, he accepted a job as a lawyer in South Africa.
It was here, in South Africa that Gandhi experienced discrimination and was even beaten because
of his skin color. This ill-treatment was what lead to Gandhi becoming an activist for equal rights
and peace. In 1894, just a year after arriving in Natal, South Africa, the local government decided
to take away voting rights from the people of India. In response, Gandhi founded the Natal India
Congress which empowered the Indian people in the community and petitioned the local
government for equal rights.
Again in 1906, a part of the South African government made a law unfair to Indian people,
requiring them to register themselves to the government. There were massive protests. Gandhi
told his supporters to disobey the law peacefully. Many were beaten or taken to prison for
refusing to cooperate. Some were killed.
After nearly 20 years in South Africa, Gandhi returned to India and joined the National Congress to
fight against British colonialism. In April 1919 Gandhi was arrested for entering Delhi after he was
told not to. A few days later nearly 400 peaceful protesters were killed by British soldiers. The
event is now known as the Massacre of Amritsar. Gandhi told his followers to remain peaceful
despite the violence against them and went on a fast in the name of peace. He used the idea of
nonviolent noncooperation to ask Indians to stop using British goods and institutions.
Gandhi was arrested several more times for his outspoken views against British rule in India, yet
he never stopped. In 1930, he led a 388-kilometer walk in protest of a salt tax which became
known as the Salt March. Over 60,000 were sent to jail for joining the march. Gandhi continued to
campaign for India’s freedom supporting worker strikes and fasting for peace and equality. In
1947 India gained independence from Britain but was divided into two countries, Hindu India and
Muslim Pakistan. This division created great conflict which Gandhi worked to resolve peacefully.
Less than a year later Gandhi was shot dead by a Hindu man who was angry at Gandhi for
promoting peace with Muslims. Gandhi died on Jan 30th, 1948. His birthday is the International
Day of Nonviolence.
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Vocab Match
Word
Answer

Name: ____________________

Definition

1. colonialism

1. ___

a. noun- bad treatment based on group
judgement

2. discrimination

2. ___

b. noun- not doing what someone asks

3. empower

3. ___

c. verb- give strength

4. petition

4. ___

d. noun- act or gesture of disagreement or
objection

5. protest

5. ___

e. noun- not eating for a period of time

6. disobey

6. ___

f. noun- one country controlling another

7. fast

7. ___

g. verb- not doing what is asked

8. noncooperation 8. ___

h. noun- treating people the same

9. outspoken

9. ___

i. verb- to request or ask for formally

10. equality

10. ___

j. adjective- saying how you feel

Discussion Topics
1. Have you ever fasted? How long did you do it? How did it feel?

2. Do you think nonviolence protests are good ways to create change?

3. What do you know about India?

4. How would you feel if your parents gave you a boyfriend or girlfriend?

5. What are the negative effects of colonialism?
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Name: ____________________

Gandhi

Find these words!
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Name: ____________________

Quiz
1) Where was Gandhi born?
a Bangladesh. b. Indiana c. India d. Sri Lanka
2) What does Mahatma mean?
a. Nonviolence b. Peace c. Great Soul d. Great Sand
3) According to the text, how old was Gandhi when he got married?
a. 11 b. 13 c. 16 d. 23
4) What did Gandhi study?
a. politics b. history c. philosophy d. law
5) Where did Gandhi live for nearly 20 years?
a. England b. Egypt c. Ethiopia d. South Africa
6) What did Gandhi tell his supporters?
a. to fight until death b. to attack prisons c. to move to England d. to disobey peacefully
7) Why was Gandhi arrested in April 1919?
a. for entering Delhi b. for attacking the police c. for stealing bread d. for working without permission
8) Why did Gandhi walk 388 kilometers in 1930?
a. to respect God b. to win an award c. to protest taxes d. to find food
9) When did India gain independence from Britain?
a. 1947 b. 1974 c. 1954 d. 1945
10) What divided India after independence?
a. river b. religion c. love d. language
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Key
Matching Quiz
1. f
2. a
3. c
4. i
5. d
6. g
7. e
8. b
9. j
10.h

1. c
2. c
3. b
4. d
5. d
6. d
7. a
8. c
9. a
10.b

PROJECT: Students research and present the effects
of colonialism on difference countries around the
world.
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